
How you as a parent or student can help by writing to or emailing key 
politicians and candidates standing in your electorate: 

Key points;

The Need to strengthen to 67%
I am alarmed/concerned/horrified to hear that the Ministry of Education intends only to strengthen the 
main block at WEGC to 40% of the New Building Standard.

The NZ Society of Earthquake Engineers and the Structural Engineering Society strongly recommend 
seismic strengthening to at least 67% of NBS, preferably higher.

At 40% of the NBS – while the main block may not suffer collapse in a moderate earthquake – it is highly 
likely that walls will fail, and that brickwork and masonry will fall risking lives and causing injury to those 
inside and those fleeing from the building.
 
Other schools in Wellington have been strengthened to 100%. Why not WEGC?

This building is a core part of a school of 900+ girls and over 100 staff – are the lives of those people not 
valuable enough to aim for a higher level of strengthening?

Has Christchurch’s experience taught the Ministry nothing?

Good on WEGC for standing firm – it is good to see that they have the safety and wellbeing of the girls 
at heart.

Use of 5YP Funding

Why should WEGC have to use its 5Year Property funding to strengthen a building that the Ministry 
missed off its strengthening programme 10 years ago?  This means our pupils will not benefit from the 
building and maintenance programme the Board and school have in place, including: (Sally to complete)

Leaky schools have been repaired without having to use their 5YP funding.

A number of other schools had strengthening in early 2000 (at no cost to the schools - it was 
not from their 5YP) but WEGC missed out.

If emailing politicians – ask for their commitment to make WEGC safe by funding the 
seismic work to 67%. 

Politicians;
John Key
Email: john.key@national.org.nz
Phone: (04)817 6800 (Parliament)

mailto:john.key@national.org.nz


Bill English – Finance minister; Email: b.english@ministers.govt.nz
Telephone: 04 817 6801
Fax: 04 817 6501

Anne Tolley – Education Minister
a.tolley@ministers.govt.nz
(04)817 6860Fax:(04)817 6507

Annette King – Labour candidate for Rongotai and deputy leader Labour
+64 4 817 9103
Fax: +64 4 495 8445
Email:
a.king@parliament.govt.nz

Labour candidate Wellington central;
grant.robertson@parliament.govt.nz
Tel: 04 817 8204 
Fax: 04 439 6473 
Mob: 021 270 9023 

Electorate Office:office@grantrobertson.co.nz 
220 Willis Street, Te Aro 
Tel: 04 801 8079 
Fax: 04 801 7866

National candidate – Rongotai – 
Christopher Finlayson
Email: c.finlayson@parliament.govt.nz
Phone: (04)8176808 (Parliament)
Phone: (04)3878154 (Electorate)

National candidate Wellington central
Paul Foster-Bell

Email: paul.foster-bell@national.org.nz
Website: www.foster-bell.co.nz
Phone: 0220341889 (Daytime)

Greeens co leaders
Metiria Turei
Phone: 04 817 6796
Email: metiria.turei@parliament.govt.nz

Russel Norman
Phone: 04 817 6712
Email: russel.norman@parliament.govt.nz
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Maori party
Hon Tariana Turia, Phone:(04)817 6826Fax:(04)817 6526
t.turia@ministers.govt.nz

Hon Dr Pita Sharples - (04)817 9800Fax:(04)817 6525
p.sharples@ministers.govt.nz

Letters

Send to;
Name of  Politican;
Parliament Buildings,
Wellington
Letters to Parliament require no stamp
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