
Upcoming Events for June 
 

June 10 Open Evening  from 7pm 
June 17 House Plays  7pm in the hall (koha) 
June 19 Teacher Only Day  
June 25 WGC Winter Sports Exchange  
 Parents’ Association meeting  
 Staffroom 7.30pm 
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Principal’s Message 
 
Tena koutou katoa 
 
This week a document “Competent 
Learner’s on the Edge of Adulthood” 
crossed my desk.  The publication is a 
summary of finds from a longitudinal 
study by the NZ Council of Educational 
Research.  The Children Competent 
Learners project focuses on a group of 
500 young people from the greater 
Wellington region.  The project started 
in 1993, when the young people were 
almost 5 years old and was designed to 

chart the development and cognitive, social and 
communication skills.  This part of research was undertaken 
when the students were 16 years of age. 
 
Some of the key findings were: 
 
·  Most – 70 percent – of the 16-year-olds in this study had 

good school  attendance  and were engaged with 
learning, both in and outside school.  However, levels of 
boredom and restlessness  at school had risen , and a 
fifth wanted to leave as soon as they could. 

 
·  Engagement in school  – feeling positive about learning 

and being at school – reflects both current learning 
opportunities, and previous positive experiences of school 
and learning that have built the knowledge and habits that 
support continued learning.  Disengagement in learning  
– not doing work in class – often starts before students 
reach secondary school.  If students do not have the 
literacy and numeracy  levels they need to keep learning, 
plus the attitudes and skills that support learning, then they 
can lose motivation . 

 
·  In the classes that students enjoyed the most, teachers  

were more likely to: frame things clearly ; show interest  in 
them; make connections  with student interests and 
experiences; give them feedback  that helped them see 
what to do next; and offer plenty of practical or hands-on  
activities. 

 
·  Around half of the students reported not participating in 

many of the key careers guidance  activities typically 
offered through schools.  For most, families  were their 
single most useful source of career information and 41 
percent of students said they had never talked to a teacher 
or career advisor about their future options . 

 
This research reinforces the importance of listening to young 
people at all levels of the education system when designing 
strategies to improve schooling experiences for them.  We will 
look at these findings in the context of what students at 
Wellington East tell us about their experiences, particularly in 
the areas of engagement in the classroom, what motivates 
students to leave school and career planning. 
 
Sally Haughton 
Principal 

School Promotion 

Open Evening 
 

Wednesday June 10 th from 7-9pm 
 
We would appreciate your efforts  to promote and talk about 
the school.  Please spread the word to neighbours, friends, 
colleagues and family if you are pleased with what the college 
is doing for your daughter. 
 
The Open Evening is an important opportunity to see 
students and teachers in their classrooms at Wellington East.  
We will be asking many students to assist on the night.  
 
Application forms for enrolment will be distributed to all 
contributing schools and are available from the school office 
and the website.   

·  Closing date for applications -  Monda y 20 July   
·  Late applications accepted until  - 3 August 
·  Interviews at the College -  10-13 August 
·  Ballot for out of zone applicants - 21 August 
·   

BOT Spot – May’s Meeting 
 
Heather Jones, HOD Music , demonstrated some of the latest 
keyboard technology and played some samples of student 
composition and performance.  Heather described the 
individualised programme which is offered to Level 3 students, 
catering to their unique musical interests.  The Board greatly 
values the contribution that Heather and her colleagues make 
to the life of the school. 
 
Sally Haughton talked about planning which is underway to 
reorganise some of the spaces in the school to increase the 
number of available rooms .   Sally also presented a report 
on the Wellington LOOP , which is a collaboration among 
Wellington schools to share ICT expertise and resources and 
to make use of the high speed KAREN network, latest 
software and teaching strategies. 
  
The Board has farewelled Sonny and Karen Jones  who 
have been the Whanau representatives for over four years.   
Board members have valued their wisdom and they will be 
missed.  Nga mihi nui ki a Sonny raua ko Karen.  The Whanau 
group is in the process of appointing new representatives to 
the Board. 
  
Douglas Ferry 
Board of Trustees Chair 



 

Qualification Entries 2009 
Qualification Entries 2009 
Enclosed with this mailing is a statement for your daughter’s 
2009 NQF fees, including NCEA.     

·  Payment can be made by instalments or by direct 
credit to the school, as well as a one off payment 

·  They must be received at the college by Friday 11 
September  

·  Prompt payments will avoid the NZQA late fee  
 
The National Qualification Framework (NQF) fees, including 
NCEA, for 2009 are as follows: 
·  Student entry fee   $  75.00 
·  Foreign Fee Paying students   $375.00 
·  Scholarships  (up to 3 subjects) inclusive in NCEA fee. 

More than 3 subjects will cost an extra $75.00 per subject. 
·  Scholarship for FFP students $100 per scholarship 

subject additional to NQF fee. 
 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
Collect forms from the school office now and return to the 
office no later than the end of Term 2 . 
 
You can apply for financial assistance 
·  If your family receives a benefit or  
·  if there is more  than one student  in the family entering 

for National Secondary School Qualifications.   
 

Payment of School Fees/Donations/Course Fees 
 
The school is happy to accept payment for school fees, sports 
fees, camps etc. direct to the school bank account with the 
National Bank, Wellington Branch. 

·  Can be done by telephone or internet banking or 
automatic payments 

·  Account number is 060501-0908375-00  
·  Include in details  student name and what fees are 

for 
 

When paying over the bank counter please send the school 
a copy of the deposit/invoice so that we know which student’s 
account to change. 
 
Receipts for all payments to date are available from the 
school office.  Uncollected receipts will be distributed to form 
teachers in the last week of term 2 for students to take home. 
 

First Aid/Medical 
 
With colds and flu prevalent during the winter months, if your 
daughter is unwell please keep her at home.  Please 
remember to  

·  phone the Attendance Officer on 385 8514 and then 
press 1  to leave the message.    

·  Please speak clearly and slowly, stating your 
daughter’s name and class .    

·  Also provide written explanation  for our files on 
your daughter’s return (an email or a note) 

 
Stationery 

 
Warehouse Stationery  has awarded the school vouchers of 
$2,020.  This is for parents and students purchasing the “Back 
to School” stationery with them earlier this year.   Thank you 
to the parents who earned us this reward. 
 

House Plays 
 
Thursday 17th June. 7.00pm in the school hall.  Koh a 
entry. 
 

Over 60 students have spent their Elective period each week 
devising, choreographing and rehearsing House Plays. They  
have created plays with dialogue and prop requirements, 
including a gumboot and a broken umbrella!  
 

Music 
 
This is a busy term for music with many upcoming events 

·  Choral Festival  – 3rd and 4th of June four choirs are 
performing in the Town Hall and have practised at 
various other school events 

·  The Chamber Music Contest  – Sunday June 14th 
and we have no less than five groups performing 

·  Chamber Music Concerts at school - June 8th and  
June 15th, both in the Music Room, at 6.00pm 

·  School Orchestra and Concert Band Tour  – 
touring some of our contributing schools on June 9th 

 

Barbershop students perform at a fundraising concert in May 
 

Debating 
 
East Senior Certificate 1 had a win against Wellington Girls' 
this month.  Our team negated the moot "That NZ and 
Australia should leave Fiji alone" .  Our team was Rowena 
Woodhams, Anna Rigg, who was named best speaker, and 
Monika Mohenska.   
 

Komputer Kooks 
Tutoring Parents in IT 

 
Wednesdays from 3.30 pm–5.00 pm 
 
The Kooks are offering parents the opportunity to learn 
computing skills and we have some places left to fill. This 
could be learning to type, manage files, or develop 
competence in programs such as MS Word, MS Publisher, 
MS Excel, MS PowerPoint or Internet Explorer. Each parent 
will be catered for on an as-needs basis and it doesn’t matter 
if you have never even touched a computer before. 
  
If you are interested, please phone Cris Roughton on 3858514 
ext 854, or email her at cris.roughton@wegc.school.nz . 
Otherwise you could get your daughter to pick up a form to fill 
in, from Room 17. 
 

Host Families Wanted 
 
We will be having a visit from Kojimachi Girls’ High School 
in Japan.  Information packs will be available soon. 

·  12 days 
·  End of July and beginning of August  
·  Preference will be given  to last year’s host sisters  
·  There will be payment for hosting  

Email international@wegc.school.nz or ring Annette 
Cumming 385 8514 Ext 836.   



 

Sport 
 
Uniform Reminder 
 
There are many students who are beginning to wear incorrect 
PE and sports uniform. 

·  If you can’t bring the correct PE gear bring a mufti t-
shirt and shorts and a note from home . 

·  WEGC netball teams  are allowed to wear Navy Poly 
Prop tops only.  

·  Tops issued  as uniforms for sports teams are only 
to be worn for actual sport, not for practices or PE. 

·  Players training at lunch  must change out of their 
school uniform into PE clothes for hygiene reasons. 

 
Students tackle the high-ropes course at Year 12 PE camp.  See 
more photos at http://www.wegc.school.nz/whats_on/gallery. 
 
Diving 
 
Kate Irving dominated the junior section of the NZ diving 
nationals and has been selected for the NZ team to go to the 
Australian elite juniors competition in July. 

·  1st 14 - 15 girls 1 metre and 3 metre 
·  2nd Open Women's 1 metre and 3 metre 

 
North Island Swimming Champs 
 
With 53 schools competing Wellington East Girls’ College 
were the top girls’ school overall  The team included Jasmine 
Lee, Emma Robinson, Columbia Cox, Sam Lee, Georgia 
Hind, Sam Ford, Ellen Quirke, Bethany Forsythe, Adelaide 
Cox, and Emily Nota.  See the school website for individual 
results - http://www.wegc.school.nz/student/Sport. 
 

Wellington Netball Reps 

Under 15 Squad -  Alex Dunn, Crystal Lawrence, Hannah 
Tevita, Kate Milne, Kristina Rybinski, Maggie Bone, Victoria 
Miller  

Under 17 Squad -  Aria Conroy, Brooke Watt, Karaihi Peina, 
Olivia Dunn  
 
Managers/Coaches 
 
If any parents/caregivers, older brothers or sisters have spare 
time during the week, your help would be appreciated. 
Coaching and managing students is one of the most fulfilling 
activities you can do. If you are interested please contact 
sport@wegc.school.co.nz  
 
Year 13 Biathlon 
 
24 students from the Yr 13 PE class completed their biathlon 
this term. They trained over three months to swim 400m and 
then run 4km.  
 

Spotlight on 

Leadership  
 

More than just a Dance  
 
The glamour event of the year doesn’t come for 
months, but the Events Prefects have already been 
learning the nitty-gritty details of events 
management. 
 

 
The Dance Committee in their Jetsons outfits at the Semi-Formal  
 
The two Events Prefects, Vanessa Gray and Georgia Millar, 
have been working behind the scenes to plan the senior ball.  
They’ve already had to get quotes, book venues, and pay 
deposits.  
 
Their committee was picked carefully in order to have a range 
of girls.  They have students who are good with technology 
and design for the advertising and tickets and fashionistas 
who whipped up the team’s Semi costumes. 
 
To subsidise the cost of the tickets, the committee organised 
the much anticipated Semi-Formal.  The theme this year was 
‘Remember when it was Cool’.  Students came in costumes 
from eras past as well as dressing up as characters from their 
favourite childhood shows, or even as a Rubik’s cube or 
Twister game. 
 
The Semi-Formal was under pressure this year after incidents 
at last year’s dance.  Ms Haughton, however, was delighted 
that she didn’t even need to pull the breath-test out of her 
pocket.  It raised around $2,000 which covers the deposits 
they have had to put down for the venue. 
 
This year’s ball will be at The Duxton.  The prefects are only 
too aware of the criticism their choices could come under but 
are confident they are onto a winner.  They like the ‘classy 
atmosphere’ of the Duxton, as well as the extensive buffet 
which includes vegan and vegetarian options.  The aim is to 
keep ticket prices to $60, including the meal. 
 
In August the committee plans to hold a Fashion Runway, with 
local businesses lending high-fashion gowns for students to 
model. 
 
Georgia and Vanessa see formal school dances as a great 
opportunity for the senior students to socialise together and as 
a chance for some great PR for the school, if they’re done 
well.  Vanessa is planning to get into event management after 
school and sees this as a perfect platform for this career. 



 

Photos:   Rongotai’s choir performs at the Famine concert, girls relax between races at the school swimming sports and Maddy Hiener (right) wins 
Best Costume at the Semi-Formal. See more news and photos from the year at  www.wegc.school.nz/whats_on 
 

A new Student  Voice 
 
Media Prefect, Emilie Marschner, hit the ground 
running this year.  In an exciting new venture, she  
has finally finished the school’s first ever zine. 
 

 
A ‘zine’ is a mini magazine made in the form of an A5 booklet.  
T.I.E. (This Is East) is a fully-coloured zine which Emilie aims 
to publish once a term.  The content is student produced, 
including profiles, quizzes, recipes and art-work.  Design 
students in the committee provide funky and polished page 
layouts and the first edition will fold out into a poster 
celebrating school pride. 
 
There is a much edgier feel to the zine than the Memnonian 
magazine has, and it has material from some of the funniest 
girls in school.  While it is quite informal, Emilie has 
maintained her editorial standards, checking content carefully 
for accuracy and editing out some ‘marginal’ jokes. 

 
She put together a proposal 
and presented it to Ms 
Haughton to get approval, 
then got quotes from local 
printers.   
 
Her committee, which has 
representatives from every 
year group, meets one lunch-
time a week and members all 
have their own assignments 
to investigate, from finding out 
what that room under the 
library-stairs is really used for, 
to consulting the stars to 
create hilarious and spookily 

accurate, East-centred horoscopes. 
 
Emilie has used her entrepreneurial flair to get the first edition 
fully funded, with students only asked to put in a silver coin 
donation.  She has her eye on getting advertising to subsidise 
future editions and has already set up meetings to secure 
some spots (but is open to suggestions if any parents or 
friends of the school would like to contact her!). 
 
Emilie is aiming to do a Communications degree and sees this 
position is great experience for her.  She has already attended 
a one-day introduction to Massey’s degree and is investigating 
other institutions that offer similar courses.  

A Guiding hand by Lily 
Reid 
 
Life for students can be difficult and full of 
responsibility, but the ten young women in the 
YWCA run Discover™  programme have it easier.  
 

The Discover™ programme was developed after a study 
showed young women in the Wellington region lacked positive 
female role models and felt a sense of disconnectedness to 
their communities. The programme involves each student 
having their own mentor- an older woman who exemplifies 
great leadership in their own lives and communities.  Ten Year 
13 students began the programme in August 2008. 
 
Programme manager Lili-Lucia 
Schmidt-Uili says she wants every 
mentee to “develop a greater sense 
of who they are, and to realise that 
they are a wonderful, unique, talented 
and a gifted young woman who has 
the ability to offer her family, school 
and community something of great 
value.” 
 
Workshops with the mentees have 
been held on leadership, cultural identity, goal setting, and 
public communication skills.  There is a big community project 
coming up in July that the mentees will be involved in and a 
couple of workshops on global education, career services and 
life skills. 
 
The Wellington YWCA  has big plans for the project. “In terms 
of the future, we are going to do another round.  We are 
hoping to get 10 more girls by August.  The current mentees 
are going to help me push the programme and get young 
woman to apply and then I’ll have to get another 10 mentors.” 
 
The mentees involved have nothing but good things to say.  
Ameera Clayton says, “It was a lot different than what I’d 
expected but I’ve learnt heaps and had a pretty good time 
doing it.” Fellow mentee Nurul Sultan has also enjoyed the 
programme. “I have a fantastic relationship with my mentor 
Cherie. We have a great time together!”  Girls involved are 
leading groups like the Active Collective and Poly Group as 


