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Can we ever completely get rid of prejudice? Could our world ever be free of inequality? An ideal world would be perfectly equal - no racism, no discrimination, no prejudice. But our world today is not an ideal world. Prejudice can be found everywhere. This is an idea explored in Edward Scissorhands, directed by Tim 

Burton. The prejudice in the film reflects the state of our real world.

At the beginning of the film, Edward is welcomed by most of the townspeople. He is a novelty to them, and any opposition just makes them more interested. When Esmeralda tells Joyce that Edward is a “perversion of nature”, Joyce replies, “He’s a perversion of nature? Why isn’t that exciting.” The townspeople treat Edward like a novelty, or a toy, rather than like a person. In the real world this can happen often. People often discriminate without being aware of it, because they don’t know how to respond, so they end up treating a person like a toy, rather than the person that they truly are.

Later in the film, a single event completely reverses people’s attitudes towards Edward. When Edward is found in Jim’s father’s house, everyone leaps to incorrect conclusions. Because Edward is not a normal part of their community, the townspeople don’t take the time to investigate what actually happened, but instead make assumptions, and reverse their opinions of him. They don’t condemn others, for example Jim, despite others being far guiltier than Edward. In the real world this is often shown by discrimination against black people. People leap to the conclusion that a black person is guilty, without evidence. In six California counties independently surveyed in 1995, 100% of those individuals sent to trial on drug charges were minorities, while the drug-using population in those same counties was more than 60% white. Obviously something is wrong here. It is very important to not leap from one fact to a conclusion about a person. Instead we should investigate properly what happened, before we judge people.
Often, people think of others as less than human, or inferior, without even realising that they are. We need to challenge our own subconscious assumptions, rather than just going along with them. An example of this is Edward Scissorhands is Bill, Peg’s husband. When they are talking at the dinner table, Bill treats Edward like he is less intelligent - by being over familiar and calling Edward “Ed”, in a mocking way- and less important, without even thinking about it.
Prejudice is very much alive in the world today, however much we try to deny it. We are prejudiced, and we need to learn from Edward Scissorhands the possible consequences of our prejudice, so we can make a difference to the way we live, and make conscious decisions to reject prejudice, and act with equality. In the film, Jim says, “I’m going to lose you to that? He isn’t even human.” Don’t be like Jim. Change the way you live. Reject prejudice.
